
Yusuf Hamied receives first
ChemistryAlumni Medal
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s CEO and Chair  of  the lndian
pharmaceut ical  l rm Cipla, Dr Yusuf
Hamied campaigned lo provide low-
rn<l  nonor i r  :nt i rotrnrr i r : ls  in nonnla

pr imari ly in sub-Saharan Afr ica wi th HIV and
Aids,  reducing the cost f rom 515,000 to $350 per
person/year,  or  under a dol lar  a day. These act ions
saved mi l l ions of  l ives,  and were memorial ised in
the internat ional ly acclaimed documentary Fire in
the Blood.

Head of  Departmert  Prolessor John Pyle hosted
the ceremony, which included talks by Professors
ahr ictonhpr Anpl l  f  hr i<t^^t  ^.  

-^t  
.^^ -^!  . r - . -

. .  , -uPrrqr tvu)urr  orru Ltdt i

Grey on their  h igh prof i le research. Chr is Abel l ,  a

Fei low at Chrlst 's Col lege, also talked about Yusuf 's
hannv . lnd nrodrrr t ivp i imp rherp 2q .r  \ / . r  rnn"-YY) " '

Chemistry undergraduate and graduate student
in the 1 950s.

In his acceprance speecn,Yusuf spoke movingly
about the l i fe long inf luence of  h is chemistry
supervlsor and mentor,  Lord AlexanderTodd, and
reminisced about his f i rst  encounter as a young
student in I953 wlth Todd in Mumbal.  When
aqked , f  thpro \^/oro 2n\/  (^^- ; - r  ^ , , - r iA^-+;  -^-urr l  JpCLldl  t - lUdl ' l lLdl lUl  l )

required for admission Professor lodd repl ied,
"We have no rules,  we admit  anyone whom we
consider sui table to be a student l 'Now t imes have
cnange0.
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Yusuf also recal led the many other notable
scient ists and teachers who inf luenced him,
i rc luding Professor Rorald \orr :sh,  Dr Herchel
Smith,  h is senior tutor Dr Lucan Prat t ,  and his
.onlernnorar ipq nnr,v Emeri t . ts Professor lan
Fleming and Dr Mike Blackburn.

Yusuf reminded the audience about the wave
of scient i f i  c  associates cal  led the'Toddlers" who
arrived from Manchester with Todd in 1942, and
introduced one of  the or ig inalToddlers,  Professor
Cedric Hassal l ,  who was in the audience. Professor
Hassal l .  9.5.  then oresented hls "ToddlerTie"for the
Todd-Hamied seminar room, which has a display
of Todd men"or iab l ia.  Yusuf said,  ' l ts  presence wi,
prov;de us wi th an ,ndel ib le l ink ro the gLor ior-rs
past his iory of  th is great chemistry departrrenr l

Yrsrf  a lso snoke,:boLrt  cr l t ical  lssues in heal thcare
such as ant imicrobial  resistance, resistantTB and
cdne er and the hrrne healLhcare div ide betweer '

the developed and undeveloped wo' ld.  Af ter
he;" inn Dohson's ta lk Y;suf aoded Alzheime" 's
and othe'  protein n isfolding diseases to the
l ist ,  and said:" l ives cannot be sacr i f iced at  the
r l r  r r  nf  nrn6i  2661 nrpe| thp nrror: l lOl lOi  Vl  LU PUIOLE VlWllL rr  u Vr!1u.. .  . r  rL vvLrur l

achievement of  an industry,  company or an
irdiv idual  cannot be judged by monetary gain,
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rowa'ds the moral  and social  obl igat 'ors ro
societyl'

|  :c . t [ rYr crr Inr id t r ih,r l t r  rn hi(  n;rpntc :nd thp

department saying, 'My parents gave me l i fe.
Camb"idge educaied me, raughr ne how to l  ve,
and lnw to contr lbute to the world.  I  wi l l  a lways
hc indch pd tn th is nro:1 inSt i rUr iOn and what i t
stands forl '

A recept ion f  o 'Yusuf 's l -ami ly,  f r iends, assoclates
and nemhers of  the deoartment was held af ier
ihe ceremony in the Todd-Hamied room.
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